


ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE
“O, Holy Night” (arr. Bill Holcombe)

WELCOME

MUSIC
“Carol Medley: Angels We Have Heard on High/Hark! The Herald Angels Sing/ 
O Come, All Ye Faithful”  (arr. Tim Graf) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake 
to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

ANTHEM
“What Sweeter Music” (Hal Hopson)

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL
Luke 2:1–14

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,



 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON
“Because We Can’t”

OFFERING

OFFERING OF MUSIC 
“Behold Him” (Francesca Battistelli, Jeff Pardo, Molly Reed)

VIDEO

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and  
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

CAROL
“Silent Night”

BENEDICTION
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent 
the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through 
the Word made flesh. Amen.

SENDING 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
“Yuletide Scherzo” (Austin Alan Scott)
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PRAYERS 

» New this week; names will remain listed for three weeks unless otherwise requested. 
To add a name to the prayer list, click the ‘Prayer Requests’ link at the bottom 

of our website or contact Pastor Peter at pastorpeter@standrewlu.org.

As a community of faith we are connected through joy, sorrow, worship, and prayer. Please pray for the people listed below.  
Your prayers are greatly appreciated!

We ask for God’s loving embrace to hold all those who mourn, especially: 
 » Cheryl Loose and family on the death of her sister, Barbara

• Cherie Kaivo and family on the death of her mother, Shirley
• Gordy & JoAnn Tanke on the death of their brother-in-law, Dean
• Ashley Leary and family on the death of her mother, Holly
• Joe Armstrong and family on the death of his nephew, Peter
• Gwen Chapman and family on the death of her son, Greg
• Deb & Roger Supalla on the death of Roger’s sister, Lola 
• The family of Roger Sonstegard
• The family of Robert Greening

Prayers of Mourning:
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear my voice. Psalm 130:1–2
For I am convinced that neither death nor life... nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38–39
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who 

lives and believes in me will never die’. John 11:25–26

As we are praying for all members of the St. Andrew community, this week we pray especially for God’s 
comfort, healing, protection, and strength to be present with:
 » Kim Callahan’s father, Dave
 » Barb Peterson’s brother-in-law, Blair
 » John Sorich
 » Gib Bendell’s mother, Carol
 » Wayne & Nancy Dale’s daughter, Rachelle

• Carol Bendell
• Pete Gill

Long Term Prayers:
• Kathy Hoagland
• Dave & Sherri Anderson’s daughter, Sarah Anderson-Jacobson
• Ron Wolfbauer
• Marilynn Boorsma’s son, Mark
• Dick Smith
• Paul & Marjean Skoog’s sister-in-law, Lois
• Marcia Lund’s sister, Jenni Fick
• Seeds of Support Mission in Haiti requests your ongoing prayers for our friends in Haiti. Haiti is experiencing a political and 

economic crisis that is producing widespread frustration among the population. Fuel shortages, food shortages, and general 
hopelessness are common. Please pray for Redemption Lutheran Church of Jacmel and all our friends there. Our mission will 
continue in evolving and vital ways to support their ministry.

• All those in the military serving our country

General Prayers:
Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you. Psalm 55:22a
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28


